CONSTABULARY (IRELAND) FIREARMS. 



RETUBN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 19 July j86g ',—for, 



COPY “ of any Code or General Instructions issued to the Royal Irish 
Constabulary in reference to Carrying or Using their Firearms.” 



COPY of General Instructions issued to the Royal Irish Constabulary 
in reference to Carrying or Using their Fire Arms. 



I.— Instructions regarding Carrying their Arms. 

Patrolling in the Country. 

When men proceed into the country upon patrcl, one-half the party are to be 
armed with rifles, and the remainder to have the sword bayonet only good defensive 
weapon), so that the latter may be able the more readily to pursue o^enders across the 
country, supported by the armed party. The men without rifles should always follow, or 
move on the flanks or sides of those armed with the rifle. They are not, however, to use 
their swords unless there be real necessity, and even then the flat of them should be first 
resorted to. 



Patrolling in Towns or Cities (beat duty). 
Patrols in a town are only to cany their side-arms. 



II. — Copy of Instructions (extracts from General Code) issued to the Royal 
Irish Constabulary in reference to Using their Firearms. 



Caution 

Firing to be effective 
Word of Command 
Extent of Firing - 



FIRING. 



See. 

704 

7O0 

700 

707 



Sec. 

Cessation - 70S 

Firing after order to cease - - 709 

Rescue of Prisoners, &c., to be re- 
sisted - - ■ ' 710 



704. Caution . — The constabulary being, from the nature of the ser^rice, much detached, 
and acting, necessarily, in the performance of their various duties, in small parses, are 
intrusted with arms for their own preservation, and that of their barracks and prisoners ; 
it cannot be too strongly impressed on the mind of every member of the force how essen- 
tial it is, not only to guard against the slightest misuse of their anns, but to observe the 
utmost forbearance that humanity combined with prudence can dictate, before incumng 
the moral as well as legal responsibility of firing upon the people ; a measure wMch should 
never be resorted to until every other means shall have failed for the preservation ot moee 
engaged in carrying the law into effect. It should be constantly borne in mind, mat how- 
ever well justified a policeman may consider himself in firing, the act, with all its accom- 
panying circumstances, whether the result be attended by loss of life or otherwise, 
must become the subject of legal investigation. It therefore behoves those who may be 
placed in such a situation, to he well prepared to prove that they acted with becoming 
humanity, caution, and prudence, and that they were compelled by necessity alone to 
have recourse to their arms. 

705. Firing to he Effective . — Whenever the necessity of firing shaU unfortun^ely aiise, 
it ought to he at the leaders of a riot, or the assailants of the police ; and, if possible, 
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with eifect. Firing over the heads of mobs engaged in an illegal pursuit must not be 
allowed, as a harmless fire, instead of intimidating, will give confidence to the darino-and 
the guilty, while comparatively innocent persons in their rear might thereby be injured 
Care must also be taken not to fire upon persons separated from or not assistino- the rioters 
or assailants. 

706. Word of Command. — Whenever police, acting under the orders of a high or sub- 
sheriff, magistrate, or coroner, shall receive directions to fire, they must not, upon any 
account, do so, except by regular word of command from the senior constabulary officer 
or head or other constable present ; and the officer or constable must not give the word 
of command to fire unless distinctly required so to do by the high or sub-^eriff, magis- 
trate, or coroner, under whose authority he may be acting. In cases where there shall 
be no magistrate or sheriff present, and tlie police may be obliged to fire in their own 
defence, they will not do so without the express order of the officer, head or other con- 
stable in charge, who is just as responsible for such order as if he actually fired himself* 
and, in all cases, the officer, or other person in command, must exercise the utmost for- 
bearance, consistent with the safety of his party, before he shall give the order to fire, 
and must, in every instance, exercise a humane discretion as to the extent of such firing. 

707. Extent of Firing. — In all cases in which the men are directed to fire, the officer 
head or other constable in charge, if he should be of opinion that a slight effort would be 
sufficient to attain the object, will only order one or two specified files to fire; if greater 
exertion should be required, he will give the word of command to a section of threes to 
fire, the fire of the other sections being kept in reserve until necessary, and when required, 
the fire of each section must be given by the regular word of command from the officer, 
head or other constable in charge of the party ; the firings to be by ranks, as ordered in 
the instructions for drill. 

708. Cessation. — A single shot must not be fired after tlie necessity for it ceases to 
exist, whether the sheriff or magistrate may order the cessation or not. 

709. Firing after Order to Cease. — If a shot shall have been fired by the police without 
any order, or al'ter an order to cease firing shall have been given, the officer or constable 
in command must immediately endeavour to ascertain by whom it was fired; this be can 
readily do (if the arms bad not been previously discharged on that day), by carefully 
examining the lock and bai’rel of each man’s carbine, which will he soiled if recently fired, 
or by counting the number of rounds of ball cartridges in each man’s pouch ; should any 
man be deficient, taking into account the number of rounds (if any) fired by order, of the 
complement he had in his pouch when going on duty (an account of which should never be 
omitted to be taken by the officer or constable in charge), he will call on the individual 
BO deficient to account for the expenditure, which, if he should not do in a satisfactory 
manner, a special report must be made to the Inspector General on the subject. 

710. Rescue of Prisoners, §*c., to he Resisted. — Although the constabulary axe (as before 
directed) to observe the utmost caution and forbearance in using their arms; yet, should 
any attempt be made to force an entrance into their barracks, or to rescue prisoners who 
may be in their charge, or to deprive them of their arms, they ought, in those purely 
defensive situations, to act with the utmost firmness and determmation, and to resist by 
every means in their power the loss of their barracks, their prisoners, or their arms. 

(signed) J. Stewart Wood, 

24 July 1869. Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary. 
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COPY of General Instructions issued lo the. 
Royal Irish Constabulary in refeience to 
Carrying and Using their Firearms. 



(Mr. Vance,) 



Orderedj ly The Flouse of Commonsi io he Priniedf 

3 August 18G9. 
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